
Chiurazzi (Naples, late 18th century - ) 

Ganymede and the Eagle
Bronze, after a restored antique Roman marble from the Farnese collection

Height: 25.5 cm / 10 in

Overall with socle: h. 31.5 x 15 x 12 cm / 12⅜ x 5⅞ x 4¾ in
 

Facture: Cast by the lost wax method, the metal is very coppery and the surface of the bronze retains a
warm chocolate brown natural patina. There is an old lead repair to the top of the left wing of the eagle.

The statuette is a copy of an ancient Roman sculpture in marble, which was in a fragmentary state whilst
in the Farnese collection in Rome.1 In the 1780s this and other ancient Roman statuary from the

Farnese collection was transferred from Rome to Naples. Carlo Albacini 2 (1735-1813) undertook the
restoration of many of these sculptures for the King of Naples between 1786 and 1800.

For the present model of Ganymede, Albacini provided the head and part of the neck; his right arm; his
left hand and part of the crook; the lower part of both legs; and the head and left wing of the eagle.3 The

earliest known bronze by Chiurazzi which is signed and dated Chiurazzi presso Masulli 1749
reproduces another ancient statue from the Farnese collection, the Farnese Bull, a massive marble
group that was shipped to Naples in 1788.4 The Farnese Bull and the present model of Ganymede

were both still being reproduced by the Chiurazzi foundry in 1929.5
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